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A MESSAGE f r o m  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  Te a m
The Copy Deadline for the April edition is 18:00 Wednesday 
15th March.
Articles should be submitted to communique@wingrave-wca.co.uk before the cut off 
date. Articles received after this time are only accepted at the Editor's discretion.
 
All email submissions are considered for publication unless it is clearly stated as "Not 
For Publication" in the email subject line.
 
Articles are reviewed in line with the Communique editorial policy and Editors reserve 
the right to adjust any submissions in order to comply with this policy. In such 
scenarios, amended copy will be shared for approval with the writer before 
publication. The Editorial Team decision is final. The Editorial policy is available from 
the WCA website www.wingrave-wca.co.uk/communique. Articles may be formatted to 
align with style guide.

The Wingrave with Rowsham Communique is published by the Wingrave Community 
Association. Printed by Almar Tring, 24 High Street, Tring, HP23 5AH. 01442 823934  
www.almarprinting.co.uk
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COMMUNIQUE ADVERT IS ING RATES
To advertise contact treasurer@wingrave-wca.co.uk or call Lynne on 
01296 688466.

WCA specifications are subject to change without prior notice. All brands and 
trademarks remain the property of their respective ownership. WCA does not endorse 
any advertiser products or services .  Errors and omissions excepted. Copy should be 
provided in black and white and editors cannot be held responsible for poor 
reproduction of colour copy.



T H E  C O M M U N I Q U E  T E A M
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Andy Targell 
WCA Chair & 
Editorial Team

Lynne Crump 
WCA Treasurer & 

Advertising

Penny Dell 
Editorial Team & 
Head of Grammar

Nigel Crump
Editorial Team & 
Photography Guru

YOUR COMMUNITY,  
YOUR ASSOCIATION
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Wingrave Community Association 
(WCA), and to mark the occasion Richard Keighly has written a fascinating 
account of how the association came into being, (see p.6). Within this issue you 
will also find a information on how you can pay your annual WCA membership 
fee. As you can imagine, the costs of running the Community Centre, 
publishing the Communique and circulating Postie email and delivering a 
range of community events are enormous, and we need everyone’s subscription 
to be able to maintain these services. Despite ever increasing overheads the 
annual subscription has been set the same as last year, just £10 per household 
or £5 for single occupancy.

Many new villagers may not realise just what a wonderful asset the Community 
Centre is - a meeting place for numerous societies, the Parish Council, the 
venue for events such as the Over 60s Christmas lunch, social evenings, bingo, 
quizzes, the fortnightly summer barbecues and the winter family spud nights, a 
safe setting for baby and toddler groups and a winter “warm space,” and a 
theatre for the Wingrave Players and other visiting acts. Both the Communique 
and Postie provide a valuable tool in preserving the unique community spirit of 
Wingrave by letting residents know what is going on when, what items may be 
sought or on sale, and any other important local information. Membership is a 
great way to contribute!

And finally, the WCA is always seeking volunteers to contribute practically, not 
just financially. We would particularly welcome help in producing your monthly 
Communique and running the popular summer barbecues.
 
 The Editorial Team
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WINGRAVE 
COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION
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On 26th February 1973, the Association was formally established at a 
public meeting in the Temperance Hall. A Constitution was adopted with 
the objective of “promoting the benefit of the inhabitants of Wingrave 
and the neighbourhood”. Officers and a Steering Committee were 
elected pending an AGM to be held on 30th April 1973.
 
Some background to the creation of the WCA at the time

CELEBRATES 50 YEARS!

• The population of Wingrave and Rowsham was expanding rapidly. 
Between 1951 and 1991, it increased by 86%.

• Wingrave Primary School in Church Street was no longer large 
enough to accommodate not only the children of Wingrave and 
Rowsham but also those bussed in from Aston Abbotts and 
Cublington, when their old village schools were closed. A new school 
was being built in Twelve Leys.

• In 1972, ownership of the Temperance Hall, a wooden building with 
iron cladding in Winslow Road near Nup End, had been gifted to the 
Parish Council. The Hall had served as the village hall since 1891 but it 
was now at the end of its useful life and the site was too small for a 
suitable replacement building.

• The threat of a Third London Airport had been lifted (temporarily) 
and the staging of a Pageant of the history of the village involving 
170 participants had identified a strong community spirit amongst 
both long-time residents and newcomers.

There was clearly an opportunity!
• Leslie Roberts, who had been a Parish Councillor since 1952, 
obtained the unanimous approval of the Council to propose that the 
old School, once vacated, become a new centrally-located Village 
Hall/Community Centre.

CONT INUED



WCA CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
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• The Council informally established “Wingrave Community 
Association“and installed Leslie as Chairman. Extremely well-attended 
public meetings were held and it became clear that the initiative was 
warmly welcomed and that there was real enthusiasm to set up new 
groups if suitable premises could be obtained.

• It was appreciated that there was a significant distinction between “a 
Village Hall Association” (“VHA”) and “a Community Association” 
(“WCA”). Specialist speakers had addressed public meetings in late 
1972. It was explained that a VHA would receive bookings and manage 
the Hall without any duty or responsibility to organise activities, 
whereas WCA would be far more proactive and both organise activities 
itself and also encourage and help local clubs and societies to do so. 

• There was a clear preference to form WCA, but it was decided to test 
public opinion by a referendum which took place in January 1973. The 
results were remarkable. Responses had been received from 96% of the 
324 houses canvassed. A total of 565 out of 587 people had stated that 
they were in favour of a self-supporting WCA. No fewer than 128 
people (20%) were prepared to help run it and 481 people (79% wished 
to become members. Membership still operates today - see page 14!

• Leslie Roberts, whose day job was County Consumer Protection 
Officer, began informal discussions with the Chief Education Officer 
and the Oxford Diocesan Board about the future use of the old School.  

There were still many challenges!

• The euphoria arising from the formal creation of WCA on 26th 
February 1973 was short-lived. 

• On 6th March 1973, agents for the Trustees* of the School applied to 
Wing Rural District Council for planning permission to “demolish the 
existing school buildings and to erect 5 terraced dwellings with 
garages” on the site in Church Street. 

CONT INUED

CONT INUED
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• The School was in the ownership of the Church and title was held in 
the names of various Trustees, namely the Vicar and Churchwardens 
and a representative of the Oxford Diocesan Board. It is clear that the 
planning application was at the initiative of the Board, and that the 
Vicar and Churchwardens were perfectly happy for the School to 
become a Community Centre.

• The response from both Wingrave Parish Council and the Community 
Association was both very strong and immediate. Both objected on 
grounds which included:

• The centre of the village around the Parish Church had been 
designated as a Conservation Area,

• The School was not architecturally distinguished but its proposed use 
as a Community Centre and focal point for village activity was much 
more appropriate.

• The overwhelming results of the referendum reflecting the clear 
wishes of the people of Wingrave.

• In the meantime, WCA was registered as a charity and affiliated to 
the National Federation of Community Associations.

• On 7th April 1973, WCA applied to Wing RDC for permission for “the 
change of use from a school building to a community centre for the 
benefit of the inhabitants of Wingrave.”

Success!
On 7th June 1973, Wing RDC refused permission for residential 
development of the School site. But Hurrah! On the same date, Wing 
RDC gave permission for the change of use of the School to a 
Community Centre. Ownership of the old School passed to Bucks County 
Council and eventually WCA was offered a lease for a period of 60 
years on a full repairing basis at the yearly rent of £125 without scope 
for any uplift. The WCA took possession of the Community Centre on 1st 
November 1974 and the lease took effect from that date.

CONT INUED

CONT INUED
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What has transpired 
since is another story. 
Pat Roberts, Leslie’s 
widow, looks back at 
what has been achieved: 
 
“The Centre exists to 
serve the community 
offering an attractive 
venue and the 
Association is open to 
requests and ideas 
from members or 
groups. We are grateful 
to everyone-past and 
present involved in 
maintaining this 
special organisation at 
the heart of our village. 
 
Long may it continue!”

CONT INUED

CONT INUED

Temperance Hall  - built in 1890 and served as 
the village hall for all events until 1974.

Bucks Herald Article 
29th March 1973
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R I C H A R D  K E I G H L E Y
 S E C R E TA RY  O F  WC A  F R O M  1 9 7 2 … A N D  L AT E R  T O O !

CONT INUED

Bucks Herald Article, March 1975

Joyce Whipps ringing the bell for the 
final time before the school closed in 

1974 - accompanied by the 
headmaster, Brian Ellis.

Joyce Whipps in her classroom - now the 
East Room at the Community Centre.

The WCA organise activities and encourage and help local clubs and societies to 
do so. We even offer free Centre use on Friday evenings for all local clubs. If you 
want to set up a club or society or would like assistance with an event then please 
contact us at bookings@wingrave-wca.co.uk or 01296 910991,



NEWS FROM THE 
PARISH COUNCIL

P a g e  1 1

Dear Parishioners,
 
Happy New Year seems a long time ago but the Parish Council 
wishes everyone within its Parish a Very Happy New Year as we start 
to look towards Spring.
 
Over the last month there has hopefully been some obvious progress 
with the street light in Twelve Leys being re-connected, the trees and 
shrubs along by the Community Centre’s wall are scheduled to be 
tidied up.  
 
This article is written before these have taken place so fingers 
crossed they have happened.  
 
If anyone sees a streetlight not working please email the Clerk at 
info@wwrpc.org.uk.
 
The next financial year’s budget has been set and the Parish Council 
has ensured that its Council Tax element has not been increased.  
This sadly does not mean everyone’s Council Tax will not be increased 
by Bucks Council.  In these financially uncertain times if anyone is 
finding it difficult to pay their Council Tax or Utility bills there is help 
available from Bucks Council – look out for adverts and postie 
messages on how to apply.
 
The Parish Council continues to support the Warm Spaces which have 
proved successful in that it does bring the Community together 
whether as a volunteer or someone wishing for company – so a 
worthwhile event to support and go along to.
 
Please remember any large potholes or footpath issues report to 
www.fixmystreet.com and you should receive an update and hopefully 
the issue solved! More next month ….



WILD WINGRAVE 
SURVEYS
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About twenty volunteers undertook these surveys and a wide range 
of plants and animals were found. 

In order to compare and contrast the results year on year we are 
planning on repeating these surveys.

Hopefully the volunteers from last year will be able to help out again 
and we would welcome any one else interested in looking at the 
wildlife in and around the village. 
 
Experience is not necessary as you will be shown what to do. 

These surveys usually take about one and a half hours to conduct 
and tend to be quite social occasions with tea and cakes provided at 
the end of each. 

So do come and join us

The dates for 2023 are 
Saturday 1st April 2pm 
Saturday 3rd June 2pm 
Saturday 5th August 2pm 
Saturday 7th October 2pm 

For further information or to offer to help please contact:-
 
Jan Walmsley jwalmsley@wwrpc.org 
Or 
Valerie Godfrey godfreyvlre@gmail.com 

You do not need to be available for all these dates, just those that 
you can manage. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the team.



WINGRAVE CHURCH OF  
ENGLAND SCHOOL
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Dear School Friends and Neighbours,
 
Schools have been in the news a great deal of late with many education unions 
voting to take strike action.  As we have expressed to our parent community, we 
always try to do our best for the children in our care however, the Government 
are making it harder and harder for us to do this because of funding-related 
decisions.  Like many public services, historical pay increases and the recent 
proposals have not been proportional to inflation.  What is proposed, including 
other new Government education initiatives, is not fully funded either and 
therefore comes out of our existing school budget, impacting resources and 
wider school development.  As more and more is expected of schools, without 
additional funding, the number of staff leaving a job in schools for better paid, 
less stressful jobs continues to increase nationally.  One in three teachers leave 
education within three years, and nearly a third fewer trainees began teacher 
training this school year.
Unfortunately, our location related property costs makes many of the above 
factors especially challenging for staff, especially new teachers and support 
staff, who cannot afford to live in or around this area.  Although we are very 
fortunate to have such a stable and committed staff team, there has been a 
dramatic drop in applications for school-based jobs across Buckinghamshire.  
Whilst perhaps the media focus has been on teacher's pay of late, this is a 
wider issue that affects everyone in a school-based role and continues to make 
working in schools less sustainable for existing staff and less appealing for 
generations to come.
At the time of writing this, we have managed to avoid any major disruption on 
strike days, however this also minimises the impact of the message those of us in 
education want heard.  Perhaps members of the community would consider 
writing to their MP about the challenges that face education as a whole that 
will ultimately affect the future of this school and the provision we can offer 
local families.
All that said we are very fortunate to have such a supportive community who 
help take some financial pressures of the budget – the PTFA and their 
fundraising, for example, and the recent John Mason Raven Trust donation that 
has made our entire library project possible.  We accept that as a school if we 
focus on the dull but essential purchases like pencils and window maintenance, 
there are many members of our community who will provide the ‘icing on the 
cake’ by supporting school events, making donations and offering help.
Over the past few weeks, we have been inviting school families to sponsor a 
book for our new library including a dedicated bookplate.  If there are any 
wider community members or organisations who would like to do the same and 
be part of something that our local children will directly benefit from, please 
contact the school office for details.

M A T T  T O M S O N  H e a d t e a c h e r



WINGRAVE 
COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIAT ION
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Membership fees for Wingrave Community Association are 
now due for the forthcoming year

Your membership fees help support the association including the 
costs of the Community Centre, the Communique, Postie and a wide 
range of events and activities for the Parish as well as giving you a 
voice in how the Association operates by attending WCA meetings.

This year you can pay your Membership by Cheque, by 
Online Banking, or by scanning the QR code below.

 
 £10 per household or £5 for single occupancy

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2023-2024

Registered Charity Number 265412

Either place a cheque into an envelope with 
your name, house/number and postcode on 

the reverse of your cheque and take it to the 
village shop.

  OR
 

 Online payment to the
WCA bank account 40-28-12 41552643

using your name, house name/number and 
postcode as a reference.

 
 OR

 
 Scan the QR code below

Please note - the QR code can only be used to 
pay the full £10 household rate

Big thanks to our wonderful village shop for being the 
collection point for cheque payments.
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TRAFF IC  PROBLEMS

Councillor Farrell in her last Communique article sets out 
both Wingrave's traffic problems and some possible solutions.
 
But probably the most dangerous stretch of road in the 
parish is the A418 as it passes through Rowsham.
 
Traffic volumes in Wingrave pale into insignificance when 
measured against those on the A418. Heavy lorries, speeding 
cars and vans, emergency vehicles with sirens blaring and 
blue lights flashing, racing motorcyclists are the norm. 
 
We do have 40 mph speed trackers which serve only to show 
how many drivers ignore the speed limit completely. Without 
enforcement that is hardly surprising.
 
Try to cross the A418 between 7.00am and 7.00pm. You will 
take your life in your hands. Most people just don't do it. But 
that puts a virtual stop to any community social life. 
 
Friendships across the A418 are all but impossible for grown-
ups, for children they can't even be considered. 
 
I wish the parish council well in thinking about a 20mph limit 
for Wingrave. 

But it should also be thinking about the A418 issue with the 
same urgency.

TIME TO THINK ABOUT 
ROWSHAM

David Neave



We are now open from 11am to 4pm every day in the venues 
listed below, please come and join us:-
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• Enjoy a warm space with friendly volunteers to chat to
• Come and enjoy a bowl of hot soup with bread, hot drinks, 
cake and biscuits
• There will be no charge
• There will be a radio or music if you wish to listen along with 
puzzles, magazines or books
• Transport may be able to be provided, please contact Bev or 
Gavin to discuss further
• We plan to operate through to the end of March

Monday - Sports & Social Club, Wingrave Park, Winslow Road
Tuesday - Wingrave Methodist Church, Nup End Lane
Wednesday - Wingrave Parish Church, Church Street
Friday - Wingrave Parish Church, Church Street

If you would like to know more then please contact :
 
Bev Reekes 01296 681150 bevreekes@homecall.co.uk
Gavin Chater 07894 094965 gchater@WWRPC.org.uk
or visit our website
https://wingravewithrowshamwarmspaces.org.uk/
 
If anyone in the community feels able to offer help and support 
in any way, no matter how small to make “Wingrave with 
Rowsham Warm Spaces” a success then please contact Bev or 
Gavin. 
 
Thank you

WINGRAVE WITH 
ROWSHAM 
WARM SPACES
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Deadlines Dates

2023
• April - 15th March
• May - 19th April
• June - 17th May
• July - 21st June
• August - 19th July
• September - 16th August
• October - 20th September
• November - 18th October
• December - 15th November

Copy deadline is the third 
Wednesday of the month 
prior to publication.

COMMUNIQUE COPY DEADLINES

Email communique@wingrave-wca.co.uk to submit your 
articles or advertisement
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VILLAGE SPUD NIGHTS 
ARE BACK!
Come and enjoy a family 
friendly, cost-of-living-
crisis-busting evening at 
the Community Centre

We’ll be serving large jacket potatoes with 
choices of fillings and a salad all for £3 a 
head.
 
The bar will be open and the heating will be 
on! Bar opens and food served from 6pm 
 

Friday 3rd March
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MEN 'S  BREAKFAST  &  TOP ICAL  
D I SCUSS ION GROUP
 
MARCH MEET ING

P a g e  2 0

The topic we shall be discussing at our meeting on Saturday 11th 
March will be: 

As usual we shall meet for breakfast in the school room of Wingrave 
Methodist Church in Nup End Lane, starting at 08:45am and 
finishing at 10:30am (when we will do the washing up!)

No need to book; just come along and expect a warm welcome.  
Please bring with you £4 in cash to cover the cost of your breakfast.

A DV E R T I S E M E N T

• Help with revision for exams and essay writing
• Extensive school-teaching experience supporting those 
with special educational needs
• Testimonials available
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OPEN GARDENS
24 -25  JUNE 2023
Many people asked us after the 2021 Open Gardens weekend “when will 
be the next one?”. So we are proposing to organize another event this 
year, over the weekend of 24th/25th June when gardens should be 
looking at their best.
We are currently at the planning stage and are primarily collecting 
together a list of people who would like to open their gardens. Small 
gardens are as much of interest to visitors as large ones, and new 
gardens (for example the ones in the new housing areas) are as much of 
interest as well established ones.  So we would love to hear from you if 
you would like to discuss opening your garden – please give us a call or 
send us an email.
Further details of the event will be in the next Communique, on the 
Postie etc.
Jane & Andrew Muir, Windmill Hill Farm, Wingrave.
01296 681513 email janefdmuir@btinternet.com

W I N G R AV E  W I T H  
R OW S H A M  
H E R I TAG E  
A S S O C I AT I O N

We round off our Spring programme of events with a talk on Friday 24th 
March, at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre when Julian Hunt will be our 
speaker.  His topic will be ‘Brill and Long Crendon’, two Buckinghamshire 
villages with interesting histories, royal connections and many old and well 
preserved buildings.  Julian is the President of Buckinghamshire 
Archaeological Society and a local historian, archivist, author and speaker.
 
All are most welcome, the talk is free for members, £4 for visitors on the 
door, and the bar will be open.  Do join us. 

MARCH TALK
BRILL AND LONG CRENDON’

L i n d a  H o o t o n
 i n fo @ w i n g ra ve - row s h a m - h e r i t a g e . o rg . u k

S a v i n g  t h e  p a s t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e
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FRIENDSHIP GROUP

If you are widowed and would like to talk to other 
group ladies for friendship and support...

 ...then come along and join us at our next meeting 
 for a cup of tea and a slice of cake.

2nd Monday of every month at 3:00pm
  

Baldway House, Leighton Road, Wingrave
 Contact: Siv Tunicliffe - 01296 681374

�¡�í�B�%�����í�C�B�I�o���A�Ë�O���í�O�
�å�B�Ë� �ë�B���í�Ë�C�O���í���O�B�S� �ë�í�C�I�O�Ë� �ë�
� ���B
�B 

Please drop in, all are welcome
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Lots of news for our forthcoming season!  Most importantly, we shall be opening 
(officially) for business on Saturday 1 April at 10.00.  Everyone welcome, let’s make 
this a day to remember.  Bring your mallets, bring a friend, join in the fun – see you 
there and let joy be unconfined!  It will be good for us all to be playing proper (for 
a given value of proper?) games again, on a regular basis, instead of random 
opportunities when the sun was shining (or at least it wasn't pouring with rain or 
blowing a hooley).  There is a Croquet League out there awaiting our attention too, 
which may prove very challenging, but our members are ready for anything!  Club 
sessions will be restarted shortly thereafter.
 
The 2023 Club Annual General Meeting is due to take place on Tuesday 14 
March at 7pm at the Wingrave Sports Pavilion, followed by a buffet supper from 
8pm.   A chance to see if you have been mentioned in dispatches and named for 
one of the sought-after Chairman's Awards.  Also, a chance to find out if your name 
has been drawn for one of our forthcoming Friendly matches.  There are two Club 
Doubles events booked (get your diaries out please).  The Spring Pairs will be on 
Saturday 15 April, and the Autumn Pairs on Sunday 10 September (when we may 
also be able to indulge in a Cream Tea at the Parish Church).
 
Our well-remembered Ladder League will be reinstated for this coming season, 
(contact either Roy or Denny Bradbury if you are interested).  Doubles League 
matches are awaiting scheduling, this year we shall be able to pit our wits against 
High Wycombe, Abingdon, Harwell, Eynsham, Winchester and Winslow.  Plans are 
well afoot too for Friendlies – newer members will be able to hone their skills and 
gain experience – and will include sessions against Dunstable, Leighton-Linslade, 
Wrest Park, Winslow and others yet to have their arms twisted.   Our annual 
competition against the Bowls Club has been set for Sunday 27 August, and a 
return visit from Wingrave WI is planned for Wednesday 6 September.
 
Our Club sessions, with play available on Saturdays from 10am, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 4pm, are much as in previous years, but members have the 
opportunity to pick up additional play (even at short notice) via our WhatsApp 
group.
 
Our Chairman and qualified handicapper will be prowling around to check the GC 
Handicaps of all members (hopefully before the season begins).  This relatively 
painless procedure is available to help with planning for the above Doubles 
League, Ladder League and Friendlies, so please don’t be shy.
Don't forget - there is also a free offer of introductory, tester and coaching sessions 
as and when required. 
Some additional plans are also being made to encourage new players – as always, 
watch this space!  Further details will be available in the April Communique. 

WINGRAVE 
CROQUET CLUB 

Established 2006
"May you play on 
interesting lawns"

For any additional information, please contact:
Richard Keighley (Chairman, 681235)

 Chris Harrison (Secretary, 688782)
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AUDREY  FLETCHER

M E M O R I E S  O F  O U R  D E A R  F R I E N D  A N D  L O N G  
T I M E  B OW L S  C L U B  M E M B E R ,  A U D R E Y.
Audrey joined the Bowls Club in 2006 having given bowls ‘a try’ with 
her friend June Cannon at the end of 2005 when they both got 
hooked. They persuaded their friend Maureen to join a couple of years 
later.
 
Audrey was very enthusiastic and was playing in friendly matches and Ladies 
games right from the start. She had her own style of delivering her bowls that 
was to prove very effective, skips were happy to have her in the team and she 
was a great team member. More recently Audrey along with Maureen, Sue 
and Hazel joined Foxhill IBC for the winter season, to continue meeting up 
and playing together. 
She was also a great club member and quickly became our Catering 
Manager, a position she held for more than 10 years. Audrey was soon 
organising all our teas, giving other members lifts to games, and joining in 
every aspect of club life. When she took over the match catering she 
produced amazing food, hot and cold, from our tiny Club kitchen -  from 
where ‘she ruled’ – and we couldn’t believe our luck. Insisting on a full size 
domestic cooker and a microwave, she did all the planning, shopping, 
preparation, and cooking. All those who offered assistance were given very 
strict instructions in Audrey’s ‘way of doing things’. We had wonderful teas, 
and buffets and the men always had to have a hot meal for their evening 
League and Cup matches. All of which was very much appreciated. Here, on a 
personal note, I must say that her wonderful Mince Pies were legendary! 
She also started the three course meals we held at the Community Centre for 
our Presentation Evenings, and she organised the catering for our Ladies ‘end 
of season’ themed parties held in our clubhouse.  Audrey loved getting 
dressed up and over the years we had so many varied themes that she was 
really in her element. Many of us, from back then, will remember her My Fair 
Lady outfit.  In a black and white dress and Ascot hat, and of course the 
‘proper shoes’ she really looked the complete ‘Fair Lady’!  
Audrey was on our first Club Tour, we went to Weymouth, and from then on 
she was on all of our annual Tours, until she could no longer travel. Which was 
very sad for her and for us as she was always the ‘life and soul’ of the coach 
trips and back at the hotels leading the after dinner dancing and 
entertainment. 
Eventually, and only because her health had begun to fail, Audrey reluctantly 
agreed to take the advice she was being given by her family (and club 
members) which was ‘that for the good of her health she had to stop doing so 
much and slow down’. But she still continued to bowl on Monday nights at the 
roll-ups and in our friendly matches, where she could still produce a 
devastating shot bowl.  

Continued...

Continued...
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The recent seismic events in southeast Turkey and northern Syria where 
tens of thousands have lost their lives continues to show that our world is 
capricious and unstable.  We are in a season of strife, sadness and 
despair.  But there is hope!  The lovely snow drops, the tweeting and 
twittering of our garden birds and the increasingly longer brighter days 
serve to encourage us to remain hopeful. 
Christians not only have an eschatological hope, but a present hope, 
“Best of all God is with us” (Wesley).  I was encouraged as I visited 
Barbara who was recuperating at home after a brief stay in the hospital 
when she said with such confidence, “I am not alone, God is here with 
me.”  I returned home just in time for the Prime Minister’s Questions 
where the President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelensky was addressing the 
Houses of Parliament, and in response he was commended for their 
bravery, resilience and fortitude and the assurance that they were not 
alone, “…… success, strength and fortitude – you are not alone in this 
struggle, this Parliament and indeed the country stands with you in 
solidarity as you continue this noble fight.”   
Life throws us a colourful range of experiences which may challenge our 
faith and propel us to succumb to those battles. We may be comforted to 
know that God cries with us in our suffering and does not leave us in the 
lurch. God is aware of the suffering of his people.  The verb “know” in 
Hebrew carries with it more than a sense of “knowing about.” “Know” 
denotes the broader sense of “experience”, even “intimate experience”. So, 
God is depicted as one who is intimately involved in the suffering of his 
people, having entered our sufferings in such a way as to have 
experienced what we are having to endure. God sees our suffering from 
the inside as He does not look from the outside, as through a window.  
God is internally related to the suffering of his people.  God enters fully 
into the hurtful situation and makes it his own. Yet while God suffers with 
us, He moves to deliver and help us as we have seen in the efforts to 
help the people of Turkey and Syria where a young girl was rescued from 
under the rubble after 178 hours which echoes like the warbling birds, 
‘Best of all God is with us.’
Every Blessing.
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Our Miss ion :  Showing God’s 
compassion through word and deed

Best of all God is with us

Rev Noreen Daley-Lee



P a g e  3 3

WINGRAVE  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Our minister is Rev Noreen Daley-Lee
 Senior Steward is Mary Shurlock (681584)

 Wingrave Methodist Church, Nup End Lane
www.aylesburyvale.org.uk/churches/circuit-churches/wingrave.html

CONT INUED

MARCH SERVICES 
We will be joining our friends at Cheddington for a combined service 
on Sunday March 12th. All other Sunday services will be in Wingrave 
at 10am:-
5th March: Aylesbury Creativity Group
19th March: Rev Noreen Daley-Lee (with Holy Communion)
26th March: Peter Honeyball
Everybody welcome! 
 
LENT COURSE
This year’s lent course will be following a six part study course titled: 
“Talking Jesus”. Conversations with Christians are one of the most 
important influences in bringing people to faith. Yet many of us 
struggle to talk about Jesus. This course will inspire us to share our 
faith and will give us practical suggestions to help us to be natural 
and relevant as we talk about Jesus with the people we meet. 
There are six encouraging, video-based sessions with short films, 
inspirational, short testimonies, real-life examples and a short, easy to 
follow course book. The course will be led by Rev Noreen Daley-Lee, 
Arthur Sara and John Cotton, and will be on Wednesday afternoons 
at 2pm:
 
Session 1: Wednesday 22nd Feb: "Everyone Talking Jesus" led by John
Session 2: Wednesday 1st Mar: “What motivates us” led by Arthur
Session 3: Wednesday 8th Mar: “Living distinctively” led by John
Session 4: Wednesday 15th Mar: “Our story” led by Noreen
Session 5: Wednesday 22nd Mar: “Sharing God’s story” led by Arthur
Session 6: Wednesday 29th Mar: “Go on talking Jesus” led by Noreen

The course is open to anyone who is interested. Each week’s topic is 
stand-alone so it is not necessary to attend every one. For more 
information please contact John Cotton, 681226 or 
johnwgcotton@gmail.com
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T H E  
O F F I C I A L  
N E W S L E T T E R
 

The Church is open every day as a place for prayer and contemplation. 

EVERY WEEK  
 
Wednesday
11:00am–4:00pm Wednesday Welcome & Warm Hub time. A 
Community Hub time.  Come in for a chat and a cuppa, or soup and 
bread and cake too. All free. A welcome awaits you!
7:30pm Bell Ringing Practice (new ringers welcome) 
 
Thursday 
9:30am–10:00am Morning Prayer on Thursday is taken from the Book 
of Common Prayer. All welcome 
 
Friday 
10:00 – 11:am Tea and Tots starts again on Friday 13th. All 0-5years 
with their parents and carers are welcome to this informal time of 
friendship and play. Toys, songs, story and a chat over a cup of 
tea/coffee. 
11:00 – 4:00pm Warm Hub time (see details for Wednesday) 
8:00pm–9:45pm Wingrave Singers Rehearsal Time. New members 
welcome.  

PAR ISH  CHURCH OF  ST  
PETER  AND ST  PAUL
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Services for March

C O N T I N U E D
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The course will take place at 7:30 pm on Wednesdays at All Saints Church in 
Wing starting on 1st March. The study book for discussion is ‘The Falling of 
Dusk’ by Paul Dominiak. The book focusses on the last words spoken by 
Jesus from the cross. 
Dates: Wednesday 1st March, Wednesday 8th March, Tuesday 14th March, 
Wednesday 22nd March, Wednesday 29th March, Wednesday 5th April 
(Holy Week)
�Ý
�#�Ë�h�ó�a�Ý���9�[�Ý�‰�9�m�[�Ý�í���Ë�[�‰�¹�Ý
�¦�h���Ý�b�Ë�[�ç�� Wingrave Singers Choral Workshop
�¤�¨�h���Ý�Ý�b�Ë�[�ç�� 2: 00pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting. All Welcome
�¤�ª�h���Ý�b�Ë�[�ç��  10:00 am Wingrave School service
�¤�0�í�Ý ���X�[��l Palm Sunday walk and service.  Wingrave Churches Together 
Service (WCT).  9:00 am start from the Methodist chapel for 9:30 am service 
at the Parish church  
�©�h���Ý���X�[���( Good Friday WCT service at the Parish Church 2:00pm–3 :00 pm
�£�¥�h���Ý�b�Ë�‰ Gardeners’ Bring & Buy Sale 
�¦�h���Ý�V�m�0�ó Sunday afternoon  Cream Teas begin 
�£�©�h���Ý�V�m�0�ó Wingrave Community Choir Concert 

�l�m�[�Ý�����Ë�[���h���ó�a
���‰�(�ó�a�æ�m�[�‰�Ý �·���0�ó�‰�Ë�[�í�¹ Please remember those who are less fortunate in our 
area. We usually take the donations to Aylesbury on Mondays. Currently 
they need tinned meat products, pasta sauces & long life milk . Thank you 
for your continued generosity.   
�”�h�[�ó�ó�h�(���	���h�Ý�����Ë�[���h�‰�Ý���9�9�%�a�h�Ë�(�(�Ý 
Lots of books to choose from, and now jigsaws to borrow too.  
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6th February : Funeral Service for Audrey Phyliss Grace Fletcher.     

�‹�ó�ƒ�Ý �c�ó�ƒ�a�Ý �ó�/�Ë���(�a�¹ If you want to receive Pew News emails  or hard copy 
through your letterbox , please contact Sarah Kennedy 01296 681749 or  
email: sarah@leskennedy.co.uk
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C o n t i n u e d . . .

If you would like prayer (or other support) for you or someone else, please get in 
touch:-
�œ�ó�Ë�/�Ý�Ž�ó�ç�h�9�[�¹�Ý�Ž�ó�‚�í�¿�Ý�D�9�ƒ�Ë�[�í�Ý�Ž�9�æ�a�9�0 - 01296 688593 - therevhowward@outlook.com
�œ�ó�Ë�/�Ý�·���ç�Ë�[�¹�Ý�Ž�ó�‚�í�¿�Ý�#�[�Ý���0�í�[�ó�ƒ�Ý�X�[�Ë�m�a�a  - 07508 213154 - andrewjkrauss@gmail.com
�Z���ç�ó�0�a�ó�í�Ý�Z�Ë�‰�Ý�b���0���a�h�ó�[�¹�Ý�#�[�Ý���0�0���ó�Ý���9�9�X�ó�[�Ý- 07860140041 - annie@littlediggers.com
�����m�[�ç���Ý� �̧Ë�[�í�ó�0�¹�Ý�#�[�Ý�Z�ó�a�(���ó�Ý�X�ó�0�0�ó�í�‰ - 01296 681749
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WINGRAVE SINGERS AND 
RAMBLERS WEEKEND VISIT TO 
CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL
These joint visits have in the past found Wingrave ramblers checking out 
walks in some interesting areas which are not normally one's first choice for 
walking, and often we have been pleasantly surprised by the attractive 
locations we have found. Chelmsford, a two hour's run away on the M25 and 
A12, as well as being the location of the Essex County Cricket ground and a 
well-known prison, possesses a large Parish Church now promoted to 
Cathedral Status, and the Singers were covering the Half-Term weekend for 
the regular choir.
The City centre comprises mostly modern shopping areas, and a few County 
Court and Local Authority buildings of some merit, but has some interesting 
areas looking out to branches of the Chelmer River, the old wharves now 
converted to residential areas.
The Ramblers' main Sunday walk comprised a pleasant circuit from the 
village of Boreham over open fields and farm tracks to the Paper Mill bridge 
and lock on the Chlemer and Blackwater Navigation, once the main route for 
goods to Chelmsford from port of Maldon on the Blackwater Estuary, now 
used by pleasure boats.
We passed a cafe at the lock and river weir and set off on the towpath, 
detained by an exceptionally tame robin. We walked about 3 miles on the 
towpath hearing the bells at Little Baddow church and passing walkers, 
anglers and a group of ladies well wrapped in warm blankets and enjoying 
hot coffee, just emerged from a swim in the Navigation.

C H R I S  H A R R I S O N

Our walk took us away from the 
Navigation and back toward 
Boreham Church and a very 
welcoming old-fashioned pub 
(cribbage being played) next 
door where we enjoyed a pint 
and a good Sunday roast lunch. 
We returned to Chelmsford 
Cathedral in time for the 
Evensong service, ably 
performed by the Wingrave 
Singers finishing with a rousing 
organ Voluntary played by 
Colin Spinks.



P a g e  3 9



P a g e  4 0

THE  GENTLE  CRAFT  OF  GRAVE  TENDING

Continued...

‘A gentle craft, carried by gentle people in gentle surroundings’ would be my 
summing up of Grave Tending, a niche industry which is slowly but surely growing 
in the U.K.
The idea is to clean and restore graves and headstones in a non destructive 
manner (i.e. no bleach or sand blasting etc.), using environmentally friendly 
products as far as possible and doing so in as  gentle way as is feasible.
No matter what I do, I can never return the stone to its original state, as constant 
exposure to the weather and the environment will inevitably weather and age it, 
but it is certainly possible to return it to a condition that a customer ‘can be proud 
of’, as one of my clients said to me.
Those sort of feelings are always in my thoughts when I’m working for a client and 
cleaning their loved one’s resting place – I’m acutely aware of their investment in 
feelings, time, money and memories, hence the name of my company Memories 
Grave Tending.
It’s safe to say that Grave Tending is not widely known in the Dioceses of St. 
Albans and Oxford, the 2 areas which I cover. Although there’s no authentic 
history of the trade, I think it’s safe to say it has its roots in Eire, with it’s centuries 
old tradition of ‘Cemetery Sunday’. This was an annual day, usually in the summer, 
where graves were garlanded and decorated , but has slowly but surely morphed 
into a day of remembrance, flower laying and grave cleaning.
There’s an apocryphal, but amusing story, which says it was a sideline for Council 
cemetery workers. It’s said they’d be tipped a few quid by mourners or relatives to 
look after the grave, a process which happily continued for may years until Council 
managers found out that the workers were spending half their time, and using the 
Council’s tools to carry out their profitable side line in working hours. Needless to 
say this brought an abrupt halt to the practise!
Back to reality, it’s certainly a well established trade in Ireland, with even small 
towns having several firms. A blogger writing on the subject said that the Roman 
Catholic community had far more ‘flamboyant’ graves and were far more likely to 
use their services than their more austere Presbyterian counterparts.
Interestingly, the biggest firms in England tend to be in the North 
West/Merseyside, areas with a long history of Irish immigration. Having said that 
the sector has spread throughout much of the U.K. to the extent that there is now 
a national Association of Grave Tenders (of which I am proud to say, I am a 
member of) www.associationofgravetenders.org which encourages best practice, 
professionalism and environmentally friendly processes.
Many of the best practises are taken from the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (www.cwgc.org) , which it would be remiss of me to ignore. They are a 
wonderful organisation, which somehow manages to maintain 1.75 million graves 
over 23,000 burial sites in 153 countries, all in impeccable condition. If it’s good 
enough for them then it’s good enough for me!  I think this gradual expansion has 
to do with 2 trends, namely longevity and mobility.
Turning first to longevity – we are all living longer, and youngsters today will 
usually spend many years knowing their grandparents and even great 
grandparents.
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Continued...
T H E  G E N T L E  C R A F T  O F  G R AV E  T E N D I N G
This just didn’t happen 50-75 years ago. and means that today’s generation have, 
in my humble opinion, a far more intense bond to their grandparents and they 
don’t want their much loved relatives to be forgotten or neglected.
This latter point feeds into the second trend, namely the increased mobility of 
families in the last 50-75 years. So many people now move away from their 
birthplace for work or University etc. but still feel a connection to their family’s 
historical base. They are obviously unable to tend their relatives’ graves and so the 
need for someone to do it for them.
So why do I do it? Primarily it gives me huge job satisfaction, something I hadn’t 
had for years. It’s also very rewarding , seeing the results of my endeavours and 
hearing/reading the positive, and sometimes very moving, reactions from my 
clients. I enjoy running my own business and I love the environment; graveyards 
are very peaceful, beautiful places which are a joy to work in. Add in the fact that 
there’s no pressure or deadlines, that my clients are lovely people and I’ve always 
been interested in churches and local history I think it’s safe to say I’ve got the 
perfect job!
I hope I’ve shone a light on a niche sector that my friends and acquaintances are 
generally fascinated by. I’ll sign off with, inevitably, a little sales pitch. If you want 
to see examples of what I can do , or require any further information please visit 
my website www.memoriesgravetending.co.uk .

ANDY STEPHENSON
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Many years ago, in the mid-seventies just after the Community 
Association was formed, the WCA established a service whereby anyone 
needing a lift to the doctor's, hospital, hairdressers or any important 
appointment and who did not have their own transport, could call upon 
one of a team in the village who would be able to drive them there.
During the pandemic we were forced to stop this service for obvious 
reasons but are now pleased to be offering transport again.  
If you or anyone you know needs a lift to any fairly local services then 
please telephone or email me and I will arrange for someone to take 
them. A small charge may be made to cover fuel.
 
CATS NEEDS NEW VOLUNTEERS
The team are looking for a new volunteer to receive request and 
allocate them to drivers. The role is quite light and not onerous, 
handling a few calls during certain periods.

We would love to hear from anyone able to help in any capacity so 
please do get in touch and support your community!

Call or email Janet Frost on 01296 681244  janet@wingrave.net to 
offer your services or request transport

WINGRAVE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
TRANSPORT SERVICE aka CATS
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Having written about the successful working group dealing with 
Traffic and the slow but steady moves towards a 20 mile per hour 
zone I want to move on to a new working group being set by the 
Parish Council, the Wingrave with Rowsham Climate Action Group, 
WRAG for short. 
 
Buckinghamshire Unitary Council has declared its own Climate Emergency and 
put on a Climate Change Conference in October of last year in conjunction 
with Milton Keynes’ Council in Aylesbury. Milton Keynes has a rather 
inspirational policy and is aiming non only for carbon neutral but carbon 
negative. Just in case you need a refresher on carbon terminology. At COP26 
The UK government made an agreement for the UK to reach net zero by 2050.  
COP stands for Conference of the Parties  and it was the 26th UN Climate 
Change Conference.  Bucks Unitary Council aims to be net zero by 2050. Net 
zero refers to the balance between the amount of greenhouse gas produced 
and the amount removed from the atmosphere.  We reach net zero when the 
amount we add is no more than the amount we take away. 
 
Climate change is already affecting the entire world, with extreme weather 
conditions such as drought, heat waves, fires, heavy rain, and floods becoming 
more frequent. Other consequences include rising sea levels, the ocean 
becoming more acidic and the loss of biodiversity. Local examples are the low 
minus temperatures we have had this Winter and the 40 degrees heat in the 
Summer.
 
The new working group is seeking to take measures to help slow down climate 
change through taking actions that reduce our carbon footprint with the aim of 
becoming carbon neutral by 2030.   We hope to reduce our direct and indirect 
CO2 emissions and to become resilient to the consequences of changes in the 
climate, whilst enhancing our environment, and becoming leaders in modelling 
how tackling climate changes brings benefits, emotional, financial, and physical 
to members of the Parish which will inspire those around us and lead to further 
change.
 
There is already so much on the plus side on what we do in Wingrave, whether 
it is the initiatives of Wild, the keen gardeners and members of WARGAS, The 
Wingrave and Rowsham Garden and Allotment Society, the people who put 
food out for birds, the walkers who want to preserve footpaths and the 
environment they walk in, the farmers who are interested in soil regeneration 
and wilding the edges of their fields for the benefits of animals and people and 
the warm spaces initiative which helps reduce our carbon footprint by sharing 
energy. 

ADVENTURES  OF  A  NEW PAR ISH  
COUNCILLOR ©Em Fa r re l l  Pa r t  1 3
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A D V E N T U R E S  O F  A  N E W  PA R I S H  C O U N C I L L O R  
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C o n t i n u e d . . .

E M  FA R R E L L  P a r i s h  C o u n c i l l o r

Reducing the speed of cars will also help reduce air pollution and so improve 
air quality. One of the very useful tools that was suggested at the Climate 
Change Conference was the impact tool. It is available on https://impact-
tool.org.uk/ . You put in the name of any Council and it will create a report of 
that areas carbon footprint in the world. It uses two main methods, one is data 
gathered from the individual addresses and the other is through Countrywide 
data.  It also compares your parish to similar ones in size in the County and 
further afield. The impact report for Wingrave with Rowsham is now available 
on the Parish Website. It shows not only how much carbon we put into the 
atmosphere but where it comes from. 
 
The image created is a circle with different sections being coloured in to make 
the whole. Interestingly, approximately 75% of the carbon footprint of the 
Parish is taken up in travel. This is made up of flights, private car journeys and 
public transport. The public transport section is very small compared to the 
other two. Part of the remit of the working group is to ascertain what the 
carbon footprint of the Parish is and to do what we can to address it. So here 
is an opportunity to rethink how we move in the Parish and in the World. They 
are many interesting ideas out there, whether it be the introduction of an 
electric car club, as they have in Aylesbury or perhaps renting electric bikes or 
introducing more electric charging points or encouraging the take up of car 
sharing through an app like lift share. 
 
Haddenham Council, an early innovator in Climate Action work at a local level 
l has 4 working groups in operation and has a very informative presentation 
about what happens when sea levels rise in response to the heating up of the 
world by 1.5 or more degrees. Take the Jump is a great organisation, research 
based and creative. If you want to have a look, here the website address: 
https://takethejump.org/ . Its tag line is ‘Less Stuff, More Joy’. 
 
There are so many paths we take to helping our community and the planet at 
the same time, whether by greening the next Neighbourhood Planning, put 
green roofs on houses, bin sheds, perhaps the bus stop, help checking the 
insulation in people’s homes, start a series of talks, map habitat corridors, 
educate, discover our own local climate heroes. There are so many possibilities. 
We aim to set up some pilot projects and if you’d like to take part do come to 
the next meeting. Dates of the working group meeting will be posted on 
Facebook, postie and the website. 
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SUNDAY WALKS
Walking around Wingrave in winter is often rather a tiring experience, due 
to the notorious `Rowsham` clay which can build up around one's boots 
when crossing arable fields to such an extent that you can be lifting an 
extra kilo with every step forward. With this in mind, Richard and Jean 
Keighley, who led both walks, took our group to two very different places 
for the Sunday walks in December and January.
 
The walk in December started in Wendover at the town end of the Canal 
where the local springs emerge. The walk followed the towpath beside the 
Canal eastwards with views north towards Weston Turville. It was a 
particularly cold day, the fields and trees were covered in frost and there 
was low cloud over the Vale towards Aylesbury. The good flow of clear 
spring water in the canal had kept that from freezing so the ducks, 
dabchicks and a couple of white egrets were able to keep feeding.
 
We walked to the Halton bridge, crossed over and went into the Churchyard 
which leads through to the College sports grounds. The footpath crossed 
the main road near Halton House and then went uphill through the woods 
almost to the Visitor Centre, but keeping to the hill edge, we had views 
down over RAF Halton.

Continued

December 11th & January 22nd
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SUNDAY WALKS

For our January walk we headed to Milton Keynes for a level walk on mostly 
paved paths and the canal towpath. Starting at the Motel at Caldecotte 
Lake we walked beside the Lake to Walton Park and continued on the 
lakeside path then beside playing fields to Walton Manor, next crossing the 
road into Woughton Park. This path runs along or close to the Ouzel River 
running north. We passed the Open University facility at Walton Hall, 
crossed another road to more parkland at Woughton on the Green, turned 
and followed a green corridor, which incorporates some orchards before 
meeting the Canal at the marina close to Peartree Bridge. Our return 
followed the towing path as far as Simpson, then cutting through the old 
village and past the Parish Church. The final leg was through park land 
past the Caldecotte Lake water level maintenance weir and back to the 
cars. This walk was 4.9 miles in length and took about 2½ hours. We had a 
very good turn-out of fourteen for this walk.

Chris Harrison

Continued
We walked to the Hill Fort earthworks on Boddington Hill, then had a quick 
descent to the east side of Wendover, crossed over the main road and 
returned to the cars. Length of walk:- 5.15miles taking about 3 hours. (9 
walking).



COUNTRYSIDE 
MATTERS
a view from the f ie ld
Here we go again, for more 
ramblings of an ancient Countryman.
Now Facebook is no doubt a wonderful invention to keep people in touch and 
pass on comments on various articles and subjects that are interesting and dear 
to people’s hearts; there is also much complete rubbish vented about subjects 
that people have not a clue about but still vent their ignorance . One such topic 
is animal welfare, and the roll of livestock farmers. I know a little bit about it 
having been a pig farmer in my earlier days , producing Cotswold Hybrid 
weaners for others to fatten on to pork or bacon, part of the Bibby group. We 
bred our own pigs from bought in Hybrid Gilts and had various loose boxes (old 
stables that housed heavy horses before the advent of tractors,) which had an 
insulated sleeping floor and a covered area with straw bales on top to keep the 
sows and gilts warm, prior to being introduced to the waiting boar through a 
gate into the next door stable. The on-heat period for a sow is every 21 days, so 
we tried to batch these girls so if they didn’t fall pregnant the first time they fell 
into the next batch 21 days later. They sometimes had Artificial Insemination as 
well if the mating didn’t go wholly to plan. They were then moved to their dry 
sow yard in insulated cubicles with an open area behind them to exercise, now 
the Old Barn House on the farm.They were there a few days prior to farrowing 
normally just before 3 months 3 weeks 3 days (115 days.) They were washed down 
and cleaned thoroughly before batches of 8 sows or gilts moved into the 
farrowing house into their farrowing crate. Yes, I hear sudden intakes of breath 
at the mention of farrowing crates. The sows were in them for up to 18-20 days 
(ie a 3-week batch) they could lie down and move backwards and forwards but 
couldn’t turn around . The reason being that they found it much more difficult to 
lay on and squash their new-born piglets that were encouraged to lay at the side 
of them about 2 feet away under a lovely infrared lamp with shavings for 
bedding. So the sow could lay flat and grunt happily to the piglets to come and 
suckle.
Then after this short period a batch of 4 sows and piglets were moved into a 
multiple suckling, open pens yards with a creep area that the piglets could crawl 
into with a heat lamp above and the area not accessible to their mothers, and 
start on small pellets of  solid pig nuts . Many a time I took my life in my hands 
when filling up the sows’ feed bin with pig nuts and accidentally standing on a 
small piglet under my feet with a heavy bag on my shoulder and having to 
retreat and stand in the hopper with 4 sows attacking me, thinking I was harming 
one of their offspring. 
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COUNTRYSIDE MATTERS
They eventually calmed down allowing me to beat a hasty retreat. After 
weaning the piglets stayed  in these open yards on deep straw before being 
sold to other pig farmers that took them to fatten at about 8 weeks .

There is also something very important about these farrowing crates. Pigs 
normally farrow at night during the quiet period in the small hours. If we had a 
batch of gilts (first time farrowing ) the chances are there would be a difficult 
farrowing with a breech, meaning the piglets were either the wrong way around 
or stuck right up the wrong end of the pig. This is where the crate came into its 
own, many time with my arm deep inside a gilt, she would be in pain, with me 
trying to find the piglet’s teeth so I could pull them out with something to grab 
hold of. 
 
Quite often the sow would try to stand up with your arm deep inside her, up to 
the maker’s name!! She could not turn around and bite your arm off which she 
would associate with her pain, I was very happy for that protection. It also 
stopped the new sow biting and killing the piglets which happened occasionally 
on first deliveries.  
 
When after a few years the sows could not breed anymore I took them to the 
slaughterhouse in Ivinghoe where I watched and made sure they didn’t suffer 
and were treated with respect as they always were.  People talk nonsense about 
sows kept in sow stalls all their lives, this was banned in this country in 2002 but 
still may go on abroad. 
 
There is much nonsense talked about cruelty of livestock farming in this country, 
but I encourage you to contact local NFU offices and ask to go on a farm visit, 
my grandchildren often do at their school. 
 
Yes, it is much more difficult with the onset of Bird Flu and other animal 
diseases, for the farmer to open his gates frequently. I have been lucky enough 
to be brought up within the close- knit farming community all my life and 
having spent many a day in Aylesbury and Leighton cattle markets in the long-
lost past,  and have never witnessed animal cruelty, it would have been frowned 
upon very harshly.
 
Lastly, let me ask you this - if cruelty was carried out in this country by livestock 
farmers that care for and look after their animals, would they perform and grow 
for their farmer keepers? There are some excellent farming programmes on at 
the moment. 

James Henderson, 
James@wingburycourtyard.co.uk
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WINGRAVE UNITED 
CHARITIES
Financial Help
Are there any households in Wingrave and Rowsham who are having 
money difficulties at this time?
 
We have funds we can offer to help towards food bills or household bills, 
to pay fees for children’s clubs, Uniforms or kit.

This list is not limited in any way, just get in touch and the Trustees will 
see if they can help.
 
If you know of anyone in financial difficulty, please tell them
Wingrave United Charities might be able to help.
 
Elizabeth Morgan - Secretary. 01296 681101

Front cover availability

2023
• Jan/Feb - Twinning 
• March: (TBC) Fitness Farm
• April: PTFA
• May: Bowls Club
• June: WARGAS Show
• July: Wingrave Fete
• August: WJFC
• September: Available
• October: Wingrave Players
• November: WCA
• December: Parish Church

First come first served to secure 
your booking.

FREE for for Parish based clubs, 
societies, charities, community 
organisations and good causes!

Advertisement dimension 128mm 
wide, 140mm deep.

Artwork in Word, or high resolution 
JPEG file.

 

COMMUNIQUE 
f ront  cover  advert i s ing

Email communique@wingrave-wca.co.uk to book your 
front cover and to send artwork. 
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MY EULOGY  -  PART  2
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We liked the pub and we loved Wingrave so we went for it and it was offered 
to us.  I stayed for ten years enjoying almost every minute of it.  
 
We were, I think, lucky because the period was at the end of the Golden Age 
for Pubs and we became full most nights.  However, we couldn’t sustain the 
marriage and Ann left in 1986 when we got divorced.  
 
I continued to run the pub for a few more years but had developed diabetes 
without knowing and the tiredness from that caused me to hand in my notice 
and seek another employment.  
 
With house prices soaring I was able to, with the brewery’s help, get evicted 
and get a small council place in Soulbury for me and my son.  I also got my 
old job back at the Rivets and in the years I had been away, technology had 
not moved forward a great deal so I fitted in easily.
 
Joy had been helping out running the pub lunchtime while I overlapped my 
notice to the brewery and working at the Rivets. 
 
I moved back to Wingrave eventually and stayed working at the Rivets until 
Christmas 2000 when a large American company took it over; asset stripped it 
and closed it down, making us all redundant. 
 
It took a while but I found a job at the Quarrendon School as a technician to 
the woodwork, art, domestic science and dressmaking departments and spent 
the next 4 years having a whale of a time with the children and teaching staff 
there.
 
Back in 1993 Joy and I got together, marrying in 2004 but in 1998 we bought 
La Mirangaine, an old converted granary in south central Brittany and have 
spent over 50 visits there. When I retired from Quarrendon in 2005 it was for 
Joy and I to spend longer periods in that lovely place. 
 
We have had our ups and downs but retirement has been a real pleasure of 
watching our children mature and marry and our grandsons grow up and also 
with lots of time to spend on things we enjoy. I thank Joy for that.
 
I can say I’ve had fun almost every day of my life and wouldn’t have changed 
any of it. 

Dav id  Parke r
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J a m e s  H e n d e r s o n

I cannot comprehend or understand why people tip tyres in the wood down the
Leighton Road as happened last week, including half a dozen thrown in the ditch 
that have been cleared by the council, but of course not these, just ten metres 
away, because on private land! Why oh Why do people do this, am I missing 
something here? When you go to change your tyres, the company take your old 
ones and part of the invoice is the correct disposal and recycling of the old ones. 
Why would people dump the old ones on other people's property? I thougt you are 
allowed to take a few old tyres every year to the Tip ? 
 
As far as the fridge freezer is concerned the lovely people went to the trouble of 
loading this as well, but threw it in the ditch on the Long Marston road, not far 
from the tip on the A418 where you are permitted to tip FOC. Crazy? 

On Wednesday 1st February, 17 members and 6 visitors listened to a talk by Jeremy 
Buckman. Jeremy has been repairing bikes for a number of years and donates the 
money to ‘Go Beyond’. The charity gives breaks to youngsters who have been 
bereaved, abused or bullied, who are living in poverty or are young carers the 
chance to escape their worries and pressures through breaks in the countryside. 
Their mission is to help these children see beyond their day-to-day challenges to a 
bigger, brighter future. Over the last 30 years, the charity has supported over 
18,000 children with completely free breaks at one of their dedicated centres. The 
children range from 8 to 15 years old. The Patron of ‘Go Beyond’ is the actor Jenny 
Agutter.
The next meeting is on Wednesday 1st March, when members will be visiting 
College Lake.

Mary Shurlock

WINGRAVE WI
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LONG MARSTON CRICKET  CLUB
Play Cricket in 2023! Winter Nets Start Thursday February 16th
Fancy getting into (or back into) cricket? We field teams across a wide range of 
abilities. If you would like to join us or have a try-out at winter nets please contact 
James Beesley develop@longmarstoncc.co.uk 
It’s not just for boys either - all our teams are mixed! 
Scorers and Umpires Wanted!
Have you played cricket in the past? Do you enjoy the game and want to be part 
of it? We’re looking for umpires and scorers for 2023! Umpires need some 
knowledge of the game, but further training is available, whereas we can provide 
start-from-scratch instruction for would-be scorers – it’s not difficult once you know 
how, and it’s a role that can be enjoyed by anyone. So why not spend your 
Saturday’s sitting (or standing) in the sun with one of our friendly teams at some 
of the finest and most picturesque cricket grounds in the area. Interested? Please 
contact chairman@longmarstoncc.co.uk.
10km Fun Run Sunday 14th May 10AM
After the success of the Long Marston Cricket Club 10K run this year, we have 
decided to run the event again. The route is totally off road and it is quite flat (we 
can never say it’s totally flat) and we have been given permission once again to 
run on private land across interesting countryside you can’t normally see. The start 
and finish is at Long Marston Cricket Club and the route goes out towards 
Mentmore. Medals will be provided for all participants and there will also be a 
trophy for 1st/2nd/3rd male and female finishers. Plenty of cakes, coffee and tea is 
available for a small donation at the end of the run and for those that may want 
a stronger drink, the bar will be opening at the end of the run. Free parking.
Cost is £15.00 per person plus £1.50 admin charge. Enter at 
https://www.resultsbase.net/event/6535 or https://www.letsdothis.com/gb/e/lmcc-
10k-188696 
Six-a-Side Tournament Sunday 25th June
A fun tournament of short games with small teams, plus bar, BBQ, music and (we 
hope!) Sunshine. We’d very much welcome teams from outside the club – contact 
Clive.Swindlehurst@buckinghamshire.gov.uk for more details.
Club Sundays
The Club Bar is open on Sundays between 12 and 2PM - all are welcome. Please 
remember that our clubhouse is available for hire and includes a kitchen, large 
open area and licensed bar, which we can staff. Please contact Paul Marsh 
(info@esipower.co.uk) for more information.
Ground Security
If anyone spots anything untoward at either of our grounds at Marlins Long 
Marston or Mentmore then please contact our Chairman Paul Dumpleton at 
chairman@longmarstoncc.co.uk. If a crime is in progress please call the police. We 
would also like to politely remind dog-owners that our grounds are not public open 
spaces. Dogs must be kept under control at all times and any mess must be 
cleared up. 
Find out more at https://longmarstonherts.play-cricket.com
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TELEPHONE 01525 - 240163

OR 07771 - 508805
MOUNT CUTTING

NEEDLEWORK STRETCHING
OVER 500 FRAME TYPES

REPLACING BROKEN GLASS
CANVAS  STRETCHING

3 DIMENSIONAL OBJECTS

ALWAYS
- EXPERT ADVICE -

www.countryframe.co.uk
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T H E  
O F F I C I A L  
N E W S L E T T E R
 o f  H o g w a r t s  S c h o o l

 

Winning the Village Cup
Wingrave’s involvement and lots of stories and myths I’ve collected 
down the years.

P.S - Lots of photos have been taken down and rehung at the club. A great job I must 
say. Some names are missing and classed as unknown. I know and knew of all these 
people. I have been researching Wingrave F.C since around the age of 14 so please 
feel free to ask me if you’re not sure, I would be happy to help.



REGULAR 
WEEKLY 
EVENTS

Please report any errors or events not listed to John 
Hawkes 681022 diary@wingrave-wca.co.uk
 
For details of, and contact person for, each event see 
the Wingrave and Rowsham Directory
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Recycling bin collection: Wednesday 1st 15th 29th March, 12th 26th April;
Waste bin collection: Wednesday 8th 22nd March, 12th 26th April;
Garden waste collection: as waste bin collection.

John Hawkes (681022 diary@wingrave-wca.co.uk) for diary entries
Sophie Ratcliffe (910991 bookings@wingrave-wca.co.uk) for Community Centre bookings
Sheila Cotton (681226 sheilacotton@googlemail.com) for Methodist Church bookings
Julie Mann (07585 454299 julieannemann66@gmail.com) for Wingrave Park Pavilion bookings


