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COMMUNIQUE  COPY DEADLINE

Articles should be submitted by email to communique@wingrave-wca.co.uk 
before the cut-off date (above). Articles received after this time are only accepted 
at the Editor’s discretion.
All email submissions are considered for publication unless it is clearly stated as 
“Not For Publication” in the email subject line.
Articles are reviewed in line with the Communique editorial policy and Editors 
reserve the right to adjust any submissions in order to comply with this policy. In 
such scenarios, amended copy will be shared for approval with the writer before 
publication. The Editorial Team decision is final. The Editorial policy is available 
from the WCA website www.wingrave-wca.co.uk/communique.
Articles may be formatted to align with style guide.
The Wingrave with Rowsham Communique is published by the Wingrave
Community Association. Printed by Almar Tring, 24 High Street, Tring, HP23
5AH. 01442 823934 www.almarprinting.co.uk

The Copy Deadline for the May edition is 18:00 hrs 
Wednesday 17th April.

Copy deadline is the third Wednesday of the 
month prior to publication.
Deadline dates for 2024.

• September 14th August
• October - 18th September
• November - 16th October
• December - 20th November

• May - 17th April
• June - 15th May
• July - 19th June
• August - 17th July
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COMMUNIQUE  ADVERTISING RATES

Front Cover: advanced booking required, at Editor’s discretion.
Rates from April 2024. WCA specifications are subject to change without prior notice. 
All brands and trademarks remain the property of their respective ownership. WCA does 
not endorse any advertiser products or services. Errors and omissions excepted. Copy 
should be provided in black and white and editors cannot be held responsible for poor 
reproduction of colour copy.

Rates include this printed edition and the online colour version. To advertise 
please contact treasurer@wingrave-wca.co.uk or call Lynne on 01296 688466.

WINGRAVE AND ROWSHAM DIRECTORY 2024

These corrections need to be made to the Directory delivered to everyone
with the March Communique. I will update the version on the WCA website.
Page 5 Social Services
Add:
Smart Choice Healthcare Services Home care agency for care and support
services 07983 621024
Page 6 Local Services
Replace Executive Lead with:
Head of Operations Laura Busfield laura.busfield@macintyrecharity.org
Page 9 Garden maintenance and buildings
Lambourne Tree & Garden Services: delete the land line number (682055)
Page 11 Parish Council
Correct the Parish Clerk’s telephone number to: 07850 916954

John Hawkes 01296 681022 diary@wingrave-wca.co.uk

CORRIGENDUM

Copy Size
Width x Height

Quarter Page
60 x 90 mm

Half Page
128 x 90 mm

Full Page
128 x 190 mm

1 issue £31.00 £29.00 £48.00

6 issues £95.00 £143.00 £251.00

11 issues £150.00 £238.00 £396.00
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COMMUNITY
CENTRE 
HIRE
To enquire about hiring the Community Centre contact Sophie Ratcliffe. 
Email: bookings@wingrave-wca.co.uk   Telephone: 01296 910991

Rates effective 1st April 2024. A minimum deposit of £100 will be required for all Centre bookings. Some deposits 
are subject to increase depending on the event type and Bookings manager can advise. The deposit is returnable 
following the hire period, subject to the Centre being left clean and tidy and to the satisfaction of the Caretaker 
For conditions of hire visit www.wingrave-wca.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Conditions-of-Hire.pdf

OCCASIONAL HIRE

Monday-Friday ** Parish Residents Non-Parish Residents

Morning 08:30 - 12:30 £51.00 £83.00

Afternoon 13:30 - 18:00 £51.00 £83.00

Evening 18:30 - Midnight £51.00 £83.00

** Not including Bank/Public Holidays

OCCASIONAL HIRE

Saturday, Sunday & 
Bank/Public Holidays Parish Residents Non-Parish Residents

Morning 08:30 - 12:30 £57.00 £81.00

Afternoon 13:30 - 18:00 £83.00 £115.00

Evening 18:30 - Midnight £179.00 £265.00

REGULAR HIRE

Booking Commercial/Proft 
Activities

Community Groups or 
Societies

Minimum booking is a 2 
hour session

£16.40 per hour 
(minimum charge £32.80)

£12.30 per hour
(minimum charge £24.60)



Page 5

WHAT’S ON

AT THE
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

THE
COMMUNITY
CENTRE

A space for the Parish

Activities and clubs to suit all ages - please contact the 
individuals listed below for more information.

The WCA organises activities and encourages and helps local 
clubs and societies to do so. We even offer free use of the Centre
on Friday evenings for all local clubs and societies.

If you want to set up a club or society or would like assistance
with an event then please contact us!

COMMUNITY CENTRE
BOOKINGS LINE
01296 910991
bookings@wingrave-wca.co.uk

When What Time Contact Email

Monday Wingrave Baby & 
Toddler Group

09:30 - 
11:30

Marianne
Card

wingraveplaygroup@gmail.com

Monday Short Mat Bowls (1st 
October to 30th April)

17:30 -  
19:30

Nigel
Crump

shoot@nigelcrump.co.uk

Wednesday Singing Gwen 09:30 - 
12:30

Gwenneth 
Brignall

singinggwen83@gmail.com

Wednesday ZKS Martial Arts 18:00 - 
20:00

Ben
Bobbington

info@zksma.co.uk

Thursday Baby Sensory 10:00, 11:15 
& 13:00

Katherine 
Devereaux

northbucks@babysensory.co.uk

Thursday Qigong & Meditation 
Class

19:00 - 
20:15

Jake
Munn

sprint.sage89@gmail.com

Friday WCA Social Events 20:30 -      
late

Tony
Horne

tony@hornes.plus.com
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WINGRAVE
COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION

Registered Charity Number 265412

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2024-2025

Membership fees for Wingrave Community Association are now due for the 
forthcoming year.

Your membership fees help support the association including the costs of the 
Community Centre, the Communique, Postie and a wide range of events and 
activities for the Parish as well as giving you a voice in how the Association 
operates by attending WCA meetings.

This year you can pay your Membership by cheque, by online banking, or by 
scanning the QR code below.

£10 per household or £5 for single occupancy.
Either place a cheque into an envelope
with your name, house name/number
and postcode on the reverse of your cheque
and take it to the village shop.

OR

Online payment to the WCA
bank account s/c 40-28-12 a/c 41552643
using your name, house name/number
and postcode as a reference.

OR

Scan the QR code below
Please note - the QR code can only be used to pay the full £10 household rate.

A big thank you to our wonderful village shop for being the collection point for 
cheque payments.
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... WINGRAVE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES DAY

The first Clubs and Societies Day in many years 
took place on Sunday 24th March at the Wingrave 
Community Centre. It was a busy event with many 
of the village’s clubs and societies represented, 
displaying items that represent their organisation. 
Exhibitors and visitors were treated to free tea, coffee 
and cakes by Cafe du Jardin.

Photos by Nigel Crump
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... WINGRAVE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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... WINGRAVE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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WINGRAVE WITH
ROWSHAM
PARISH COUNCIL

NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
Footpath Report
The Parish Council was pleased at the response to our request for witness 
statements regarding use of paths around the village which are not on the definitive 
map of footpaths.
We received 130 completed forms covering the 5 paths in question. These were 
given to Bucks Council Rights of Way in early February. There will be a long wait to 
hear - 3 to 4 years - though if a planning application arrives in the meantime it will 
be prioritised.

Footbridges
The Parish Council has also been pressing Bucks Council to repair 4 footbridges. 
One has been replaced since we put in our request, and we will keep asking about 
the others. If parishioners would like to help keep up the pressure by reporting 
damaged bridges - or other defects on footpaths -  this is the web address:  https://
www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/environment/countryside-and-public-rights-of-
way/public-rights-of-way/report-an-issue-with-a-public-footpath-bridleway-or-
byway/ Every little helps.

Village Walk
A new Village Walk leaflet is almost ready thanks to Chris Harrison and Phil 
Robinson. Watch this space.

 
Contact the Parish Clerk 

info@wwrpc.org.uk 
www.wingravewithrowshamparishcouncil.org.uk 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
“Success isn’t about how your life looks to others. It’s about how it feels to you.”

Michelle Obama



Page 11

WINGRAVE 
CHURCH OF
ENGLAND
SCHOOL
Dear School Friends and Neighbours
The absence of a school article for some time is indicative of how busy (and often chaotic) 
the school and world of education continues to be.  Many factors (good and challenging) 
are beyond our control and so ‘firefighting’ in order to make the most of each day becomes 
the norm, whether that be staff illness, new pupils, or even a broken boiler.

Pupils and subsequently staffing numbers have hit an all-time high in order to cater for 
the learning and needs of the children in our community and beyond.  With school places 
at a premium across the county, we have still been able to support a few families from 
out of catchment, however the vast majority of children still come directly from Wingrave 
and our neighbouring catchment villages, sustaining the importance of our community 
school.

Not meaning to be quintessentially British, but one factor beyond our control of late has 
been the changeable weather and this always has an interesting impact on school life.  
As I type, we are coordinating staff to manage a wet play, yet another sudden downpour 
makes lunchtime a wash out.  Although systems and rotas for such occasions are firmly 
in place, the children need their fresh air and space to decompress from lessons and we 
notice the difference when they are stuck inside.  Please note this is not just for the sake of 
a little shower, we are more resilient than that but spending the rest of the day in wet socks 
and shoes is not pleasant.  Interesting that the older the children get, the more adverse 
they seem to be about weather conditions.

Fun weather fact – worst weather for schools days is wind!  This has a transformative 
effect on the children and their behaviour and seems to heighten levels of excitement and 
minimise levels of judgement… We have far more accidents and fallouts on windy days.

On the flip side, whatever the weather brings, it does provide many opportunities for 
learning and of course fun in the puddles afterwards!  As the saying goes, ‘a little rain never 
hurt anyone’ but of late it does raise questions about climate change and our environment, 
something we have a responsibility to explore with our children considering short term 
and longer term ideas to support the planet and generations to come.

Matt Tomson, Head Teacher
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Notable Dates 
1st  Easter Monday (we are closed) 
 …and April Fool’s Day (Ha! Ha!) 
7th    World Health Day 
14th   National Gardening Day 
15th   World Art Day 
18th   World Heritage Day 
22nd Earth Day 
23rd St. George’s Day 
 Shakespeare’s birthday (1564) 
 …and the day he died, age 52 
25th  World Penguin Day 

Come and see how we celebrate April in the Library 

Opening Times 
Monday       1400 – 1630 

  Tuesday    1400 – 1630 
  Wednesday   1000 – 1230 
  Thursday        CLOSED 
  Friday        1400 – 1630 
  Saturday     1000 - 1230 

 

Go to to gain access to the library catalogue and FREE digital 
resources.     Find us on social media at:

Library Elf is a FREE national 
scheme that helps you to avoid 
fines when items are due for 

return or renewal. Sign up here: 
buckinghamshire.gov.uk/libraries/library
-membership/get-email-alerts/ 

Books: Children’s board, picture, 
chapter, and non-fiction 
Teen, Audio, Large Print, Adult 
Fiction, Non-fiction, Biography 
Office: Photocopying, Printing, 
Internet, Scanning, Laminating 
Local Information and Displays 
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WINGRAVE WI
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

On Wednesday 6th March members and visitors had a talk on Mercy Ships. Ken and 
June Brazier came along and told us all about how it started. Don Stephens was 
the founder of this charity in 1978. Mercy Ships operates the two largest charity 
hospital ships in the world to deliver accessible, free surgery and vital medical 
care for people facing unjust poverty and urgent need. These floating hospitals are 
staffed entirely by volunteers, who give their expertise for free to treat dental and 
eye problems, cleft lips and palate, tumours, club feet, childbirth injuries, burns 
and other conditions. The ships are the most efficient way to bring state-of-the-art 
hospital services to regions where clean water, electricity, medical facilities and 
staff might be limited or non existent. We watched a short film on some of their 
work. Incredible work.

Mary Shurlock

pclaprepairs@gmail.com

We Visit You
01296 326488
07925 338435

Home/office Computer Problems
7 Day Services, No Fix - No Fee

Qualified & Experienced

Printer, Apple iMac,
Set-up, Repairs, Email

Internet, Wireless,
Virus Infection, Network,

Data Recovery

LAPTOP &
COMPUTER
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Garden Design 
& Consultation

We’d love to help you transform your 
garden with our fully comprehensive 

design service, or provide tailored, 
professional advice for any smaller  

scale landscaping projects. 
 

For further information visit our website

www.longmoorgarden.co
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WINGRAVE 
UNITED
CHARITIES

Charity number: 236827

HERE TO
HELP

Are there any households in Wingrave and Rowsham who are having money 
difficulties at this time? 

We have funds we can offer to help towards food bills or household bills, to pay 
fees for children’s clubs, uniforms or kit.
 
This list is not limited in any way, just get in touch and the Trustees will see if they 
can help.
 
If you know of anyone in financial difficulty, please tell them Wingrave United 
Charities might be able to help.
 

Elizabeth Morgan (Secretary) 01296 681101
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Messy Church  in 
Wingrave 

Methodist / Parish Church 
(alternating) 

Every 2nd Sunday in the month 
    4 – 5:30 pm.

Lots of activities, craft, songs, 
prayer and food!

All children with their grown ups 
welcome

14th  April at the Methodist Church

Tea & Tots
In School Terms

Fridays  10am – 11am

Play, Songs, Cuppa, Story

Tots Bring along your 
Grown Ups

Wingrave Parish Church
Starts again 19th April
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Call Tony on:
Tel: 01296 482 536
Mob: 07850 130536

For A Fresher Smelling Clean Carpet

just give us a call for a

free no obligation quote.

A Small Family Run Business

cleaning carpets, rugs and upholstery

at reasonable prices.

RJW Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning Ltd
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YourYour
LogoLogo

View our online catalogue:  www.corporateclothingwear.com

For expert advice please call David in Wingrave on 020 8991 1800
Email: david.wilton@corporateclothingwear.com

PRINTED & EMBROIDERED WORKWEAR - buy here in WingravePRINTED & EMBROIDERED WORKWEAR - buy here in Wingrave

Your
Logo

• T-shirts
• Jackets
• Jumpers
• Blouses
• Softshell
• Sportswear
• Aprons
• Work Boots

• Polo Shirts
• Fleeces
• Sweatshirts
• Shirts
• Work Trousers
• Hi-vis & PPE
• Overalls
• Hard Hats

corporate clothing

www.andertonelectrics.co.uk

See our feedback on Check a trade
www.checkatrade.com/andertonelectrics

Anderton
Electrics

KKeeeepin
g ping yy

ou wiou wi
rred ued upp

Mobile: 07771 698 151
Tring: 01442 824 740

james@andertonelectrics.co.uk

Free quotations, no obligations
Emergency Work – day or night
Domestic or Commercial
A name you can trust 
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WINGRAVE 
METHODIST
CHURCH
Our Mission: Showing God’s 
compassion through word and deed

Our minister is Rev Noreen Daley-Lee
 Senior Steward is Mary Shurlock (01296 681584)

 Wingrave Methodist Church, Nup End Lane
www.aylesburyvale.org.uk/churches/circuit-churches/wingrave.html

APRIL SERVICES
All of our Sunday morning services in Wingrave will be at 10am:

7th April: Rev Dr Hayford Ofori-Attah (with Holy Communion)
14th April: We will be joining our friends at Cheddington (10:30am)
14th April: Messy church at 4 o’clock
21st  April: Rev Wallace Edwards
28th April: Ken Harris
Everyone welcome

CLEANLINESS IS NEXT TO GODLINESS

I was pleasantly surprised on hearing the prehistoric idiom “Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness” mentioned in a conversation at a church event a few weeks ago.  Like 
this individual, I grew up with the idea that the saying signifies people have a moral 
duty to keep themselves and their homes clean. It is an archaic proverb found in 
Babylonian and Hebrew religious tracts. 

The inauguration of the idiom in the English language, in a modified form is found 
in the writings of philosopher and scientist Sir Francis Bacon.  He wrote, “Clean-
ness of body was ever deemed to proceed from a due reverence to God.” John 
Wesley, the co-founder of Methodism, may have been the originator of the slo-
gan.  In 1791, he referenced the phrase in one of his sermons as we use it today.  
Wesley wrote, “Slovenliness is no part of religion. Cleanliness is indeed next to 
Godliness.”
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OVER 60s
LUNCH CLUB

W
&

R

L
u

n
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h
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lu
b

Over 60’s

ALWAYS ON A WEDNESDAY
2024 Dates:
April 24th, May 22nd, June 26th, July 24th, August 28th, 
September 25th October 23rd, November 27th.
Venue: Sports & Social Club, Winslow Road. Joy Parker 01296 688116

However, the general principle behind the practice dates back long before the 
time of Wesley to the worship customs mentioned in the book of Leviticus. The 
Israelites were certainly concerned about the concepts of “clean” and “unclean” 
because a major portion of the Mosaic Law outlines the principles of each. Among 
the unclean things that God’s people were to avoid are dead bodies and carcass-
es, eating certain animals, leprosy, and bodily discharges. 

But Jesus extended its meaning in a discourse about traditions in Matthew’s Gos-
pel where He challenged the religious leaders, “It is not what goes into the mouth 
of a man that defiles and dishonours him, but what comes out of the mouth, this 
defiles and dishonours him.” Initially after hearing the idiom, I didn’t know if that 
person was only referring to keeping the church clean or something far deep-
er. Was it just about wiping the floor; the pots and pans; the toilets; dusting the 
benches; the cupboards? I am not sure! On contrary, the Biblical understanding 
of this archaic proverb has an inward resolution that modifies or metamorphoses 
the outward that not only please us but God.

Therefore, shining the cupboards and counter-tops should reflect what is within 
the heart. Cleanliness is next to godliness refers to our responsibility to have a re-
lationship with God whereby we explicitly recognize Him, listen to what He says, 
and obey with the goal of the keeping our hearts pure, clean, and assertive to the 
things of God. We believers must hold to the central reality of our faith, Christ, 
for He is the source of all our righteousness, holiness, and redemption. I think 
“Cleanliness is next to Godliness” is not an illusion. How eerily prophetic those 
words can be!

Rev Noreen

... WINGRAVE METHODIST CHURCH
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PARISH CHURCH
OF ST PETER

AND ST PAUL
Wingrave with Rowsham

Part of the Cottesloe Team in the Deanery of Mursley

SERVICES FOR APRIL

The Church is open every day as a place for prayer and contemplation. 
Each Week: 
Wednesday
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm   Wednesday Welcome. Come in for a chat and share a cuppa 
with some cake too. Donations only.  A welcome awaits you.
7:30pm Bell Ringing Practice (new ringers welcome).
Thursday
9:30 am  – 10:00 am Morning Prayer on Thursday is taken from the Book of Common 
Prayer.  All welcome. 
Friday
10:00 – 11:00 am Tea and Tots will finish for Easter on Friday 15th March and start 
again on 19th April.
8:00 pm – 9:45 pm Wingrave Singers Rehearsal Time. New members welcome.  
    
Dates for your diary:
19th April 10:00 am – 11:00 am Tea and Tots start again. 
4th May Gardener’s Bring and Buy.

7th April 9:30 am Parish Communion

14th April 9:30 am
4:00 pm
6:00 pm

Parish Communion
Messy Church
Evening Prayer

21st April 9:15 am Breakfast Service

28th April 8:30 am
10:30 am

BCP Communion Service
Benefice Communion service at Wing
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News
It is with some sadness that we have learnt that we shall be saying goodbye to 
Revd Howard and Revd Andrew. Howard is going to be a Priest in the Diocese of 
Derby and Howard and Joanna will be leaving us to live in Derbyshire at the end 
of April. Revd. Andrew and Anna are leaving at the end of July. They will be going 
to live in Berlin where Anna will take up a senior position in the Lutheran Church. 
Our prayers go with them as God sends them on to these new ventures. Please be 
reassured that the services will mostly remain the same in the Parish Church until 
the end of July. Revd. Andrew is working with the Rural Dean Revd. Val Plumb and 
our Churchwardens, to ensure that as far as is possible the continuity of services 
will continue after July too. 

Our Charities
Aylesbury Vineyard
Please remember those who are less fortunate in our area. We usually take the 
donations to Aylesbury on Mondays. Currently they need tinned meat products, 
pasta sauces & longlife milk. The need continues to grow, so please give as 
generously as you can. 

Postage stamps
We are collecting used Postage stamps again. Please put your used stamps, with 
a small border from the envelope, in the box at the back of the church. These used 
stamps will go to the charity Parkinsons UK.

Streetlight Charity Bookstall 
The book stall is proving very popular – come into the church when it is open ( 10 
am – 4 pm) Every penny of your donation goes to help the children in Manila who 
live on the streets.

Pew News
If you want to receive Pew News emails or hard copy to your letterbox, please 
contact Sarah Kennedy 01296 681749 or email: sarah@leskennedy.co.uk

... PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL

Revd. Howard Robson (Team Rector) 01296 688593, therevhowward@outlook.com
Revd. Dr Andrew Krauss (Team Vicar) 07508 213154, andrewjkrauss@gmail.com
Dr Annie Cooper (Licensed Lay Minister) 07860 140041, annie@littlediggers.com
Dr Leslie Kennedy (Church Warden) 01296 681749
Mr Michael Hawkes (Church Warden) 01296 682 679

If you would like prayer (or other support) for you or someone else, please get in touch.
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FROM THE COTTESLOE
BENEFICE

YOUR CHURCH IS HERE FOR YOU

First of all, happy Eastertide to everyone. Eastertide comprises fifty days of 
celebration concerning the Resurrection of Christ, and it is rightly said that this 
is a celebration of the promise of a new form of life – a new way of being as we 
are drawn to participate even in the life and the nature of God Himself in Christ. 
Resurrection is not merely some form of resuscitation, in which life just somehow 
comes back but otherwise continues exactly how it always had done.

People often remark on Easter as being fittingly represented by the re-emergence 
of life in the springtime, but this doesn’t actually capture the more ‘radical’ sense 
of newness suggested by the Resurrection Life, since the new growth of Spring 
is simply a resprouting of what we are already accustomed to. The word ‘radical’ 
comes from the Latin word radix, meaning root. Eastertide, in this sense, aims to 
get nearer to the root of what a truly fulfilling life – one that is actively drawn into 
the Life of God through and in Christ – actually is. This is the Easter promise of an 
ultimate renewal of life, known in the New Testament texts as the ‘new creation’. 

In Christian tradition this new creation is something we are called to explore, and 
to do so means learning from the lesson of Lent that other things might need to 
be ‘let go of’ first. A classic Easter Sunday text is therefore the story of a woman 
called Mary Magdalene encountering the risen Christ outside the empty tomb. 
Though she doesn’t recognize that it is Christ at first, as soon as she does her 
first reaction is to cling to Him, and she is immediately told by Christ not to do 
so, because He, the Son of God, must return to the Father, in order to draw her 
and others into the Life of God. Like Mary, our journey does not simply end at 
Easter, nor does it end by clinging to our first conception or partial recognition of 
the risen Christ. Instead, Easter is the new beginning of a new form of exploration 
concerning a newly promised transformation of life to come.

A blessed Eastertide to you all.

THE NEW LIFE OF EASTER

Andrew Krauss
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Phone: Lou on 07798 691088
Email: loutuition95@gmail.com

• Help with revision for exams and essay writing
• Extensive school-teaching experience
• Support for those with special educational needs
• Testimonials available
• Wingrave based

Support for English, French, Latin & Classical
Civilisation to A level and GCSE Maths

1-1 lessons
Ages 5-18 including 11+, 12+, 13+

Private Tuition
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If you have any ques�ons please scan the QR code or 
contact John Co�on: johnwgco�on@gmail.com

 This friendly group has been going for over twenty years.
Mee�ngs are held at Wingrave Methodist Church in Nup End Lane, HP22 4PX.

It starts at 8:45 am and finishes at 10:30 am and costs £4 for the breakfast.
All welcome (fellas only), no need to book just turn-up.

The topic under discussion is posted locally ahead of every mee�ng.

Next mee�ng: 13th April
At this meeting our topic will be:
‘Community Energy: power to the people’

New im
proved

breakfast

Come along to a Men’s Breakfast & Topical Discussion Group held on the 
second Saturday of the month. A different topic is discussed at every mee�ng. 
It’s a friendly place for a chat with local men keen to discuss important issues 

local, na�onal and interna�onal. Expert knowledge is not expected.

Men’s Breakfast Talk in Wingrave
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GREAT WINGRAVE SPRING CLEAN
The annual Great Wingrave Spring Clean Litter Pick took place on Sunday 17th 
March. I always worry in the days leading up to the Great Wingrave Spring Clean.  
Will it rain? Will enough volunteers turn up? Will there be enough litter? Will there 
be enough cakes and biccies? I needn’t have worried... this year, more lovely 
volunteers than ever turned out to litter pick, collecting a staggering amount of 
litter, including a toilet, wheels and pipes.
And lots of generous villagers filled three tables with the most delicious cakes and 
biscuits. My thanks to you all, including Macintyre School. To see the children so 
enthusiastically collecting  litter was delightful.  One little lad told me it was the “ 
best afternoon ever!”
My thanks to our amazing tea ladies, Sheila Cotton, Mary Shurlock and Anne Urry 
for their hard work today, and to Sheila and John Cotton for allowing us to use 
the Methodist Chapel. Thanks also to David and Karen Harnett for organising the 
bags and their collection. Thank you, Wingrave, for your tremendous support. I 
feel blessed to be a part of this community.
The Great Wingrave Spring Clean? It most certainly was!

Bron Hughes
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... GREAT WINGRAVE SPRING CLEAN
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VILLAGE
WALKING
GROUPS

This February was one of, if not THE wettest on record, so simply trying to keep 
one’s feet dry and avoiding the worst of the mud and puddles was the main 
thought in planning this month’s walks.
Both of February’s walks were planned by the writer, I think I can claim a modest 
success with the Monday walk but a failure with that planned for the Sunday.
Monday February 12th was one of February’s better days dry with clear sunny 
skies . 
Our group of seven set off from the National Trust car park at Ringshall, crossing 

the B4506 into the Ashridge Golf 
course. We walked through the 
woods beside the fairway down to 
Little Gaddesdon and then picked 
up the Golden Valley footpath. After 
about 3 miles we climbed up from 
the valley towards Webb’s Copse and 
continued on high ground towards 
Frithsden, turning and going down to 
the next valley then up the other side 
into Berkhamsted Common to meet 
the Hertfordshire Way footpath. We 
walked north through Berkhamsted 
Golf Course and out into woodland 
towards Coldharbour Farm.
A short walk through more woods and 
over a road brought us to Ashridge 
College. 
We had walked about 7 miles by this 
stage and the Bakehouse Cafe in the 
College was a welcome spot to stop 
for a coffee and a bite to eat. It was 
warm enough for us to sit outside in 
the sheltered quadrangle court and 

FEBRUARY WALKS
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enjoy a break before completing the route by walking 
through the Park, passing the view through the trees to 
the Bridgewater Monument (Prince’s Riding)
This last part added another 2 miles to our walk, passing 
the Ashridge Golf Course on the public footpath back to 
the cars. We were able to avoid most of the larger puddles 
by either working our way round or popping onto the side 
of the golf fairway if it was clear.
For our Sunday (18th) walk we again tried Ashridge, 
but avoided the golf courses, walking from Ringshall (a 
different car park), up to the Coppice and across sheep 
pasture to Wards Hurst Farm. There were good views 
here to the north and east past Ivinghoe Beacon. Turning, 
we crossed the road and walked through the woods of 
Ashridge Common, picking up the easy track that took us down to the Bridgwater 
Memorial. From here our direct route back to the cars was through the middle 
of the woods (Sallow Copse) This proved pretty tough going, plenty of wet and 
muddy ground after all-night rain which had only stopped as we set off from 
Wingrave. 
This was a fairly short walk of 3½ miles taking about 2 hours. Just four of us 
walking,and we finished off by returning to the village for a beer in the Sports Club.

... VILLAGE WALKING GROUPS

VIEW THE COMMUNIQUE IN COLOUR
You can view the ‘full colour’ version of this magazine 
and back-issues by pointing your phone camera at the 
QR code or visit: www.wingrave-wca.co.uk/communique 

Chris Harrison

COMMUNIQUE FEEDBACK
Over the last few months the Communique has undergone some design changes 
– you may not have even noticed – please say you have. What we’d like to know is 
what articles and notices you find useful, what you think is unnecessary and what 
you’d like to see in future issues? Please email us and let us know what you think: 
communique@wingrave-wca.co.uk
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Are you looking for somewhere to
hold a children’s birthday party?

Do you run a club or association
which needs somewhere to hold

one-o� or regular meetings?

The newly refurbished
Methodist Church premises

could be the answer.

Situsted in Nup End they are
comfortable, have a kitchen and

are convienient for access on foot
from most parts of the village

If you are interested, please call
Sheila Cotton 01296 681226

Premises for HirePremises for Hire

To request transport or offer your services please call
Janet Frost on 01296 681244 or email: janet@wingrave.net

CATS NEEDS
NEW VOLUNTEERS

If you or anyone you know needs a li­ to any fairly local services 
then please telephone or email me and I will arrange for someone 
to take them. A small charge may be made to cover fuel.

Many years ago the WCA established a service whereby anyone needing a li­ to the 
doctor, hospital, hairdresser or any important appointment and who did not have 
their own transport could call upon one of a team in the village who would be able to 
drive them there. And it’s s�ll going.

Wingrave Community Associa
on
Transport Service aka CATS
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Wingrave with Rowsham Parish 
Church 

   
Gardeners’ Bring 

and Buy Sale 

Saturday 4th May       
10 :00   – 12:30 

        Vegetable plants       seedlings             cuttings                                

    Bedding plants           Herbs           Household plants         

Home  produce  Craft   Pottery    Jigsaws & Cards   Books 

Refreshments and  Bacon butties! 

          Please donate any spare plants you have 

      All proceeds to support the Parish Church  

To advertise
contact Lynne here at

The Communique
treasurer@wingrave-wca.co.uk

This time next month
you could be advertising

you company or
services here.

Advertise
Here
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WINGRAVE BASED
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COLOURING PAGE FOR KIDS
CUT-OUT AND KEEP

LION
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WINGRAVE
CROQUET
CLUB

“May you play on interesting lawns”Established 2006

Our 2024 Club Annual General Meeting took place on Tuesday 12 March and was 
followed by an excellent buffet supper – many thanks again to Julie for all her hard 
work.  Unfortunately, our Honorary President Ben Jaques was unable to attend this 
year due to ill health, and he was greatly missed (as well as his wife Christine).  All 
the usual business was conducted, which also involved the election of officers for 
our coming year.  Our Chairman, Richard Keighley has now stepped sideways to 
take over the reins from outgoing Treasurer, Roy Bradbury (whose constant efforts to 
balance the books and remind us all to pay up has been much appreciated over the 
last twelve years – thank you Roy!).  The resulting vacancy for a Chairman has been 
filled by Richard Skidmore.  Chris Harrison has agreed to remain as Secretary.  Here’s 
to another good year.

Various trophies and awards were given out, with cups going to Richard S and Jill for 
winning the Spring Doubles Tournament, (the Autumn event being unfinished due to 
inclement weather), the Wingrave Community Association cup went to Alan Gray for 
his win of the Singles ladder, and the Doubles ladder trophy went to Team Gray.  Our 
prestigious Trophy for the Southern Federation Doubles League will now be displayed 
in the Club Trophy Cabinet!  A marvellous effort by all who played throughout the 
season.

Chairman’s Awards were also presented to Roy and Denny Bradbury for all their 
dedication to the Ladder league (and lots more besides). They will be continuing to 
organise the system for this season too, so if you are interested in taking part, let 
them know.  Alan Gray once again stepped up and received yet another accolade as 
Clubman of the Year.  Bravo one and all.

The recent Clubs and Societies Day saw many enquiries about the life of a croquet 
player and how to come along and join in – here’s hoping that we shall see many of you 
out and about on the lawn throughout this coming season.

We shall be opening (officially) for business on Saturday 6 April at 10.00  (weather 
permitting, flippers and snorkels not provided).  Everyone welcome, let’s make this 
a day to remember.  Bring your mallets, bring a friend, join in the fun – see you there 
and let joy be unconfined!  It will be good for us to be playing once again, on a regular 
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basis, so get ready one and all!  The mowers have been serviced, the court has been 
encouraged and we have fingers crossed that all will be well on the day!

Please note that our Club sessions have changed slightly with play available on 
Saturdays from 10am, with Tuesdays and Fridays from 4pm, but members have the 
opportunity to pick up additional play (even at short notice) via our WhatsApp group.

Our qualified handicapper (but no longer Chairman) will be prowling around to check 
the GC Handicaps of all members (hopefully before the season begins).  This relatively 
painless procedure is available to help with planning for the above Doubles League, 
Ladder League and Friendlies, so please don’t be shy.

Don’t forget - there is also a free offer of introductory, tester and coaching sessions as 
and when required. 

01442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

Looking to visit Australia...
• Experienced Aussie Specialist Agent
• Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency
• Specialists in tailor-making holidays to destinations worldwide
• Extensive experience to arrange every detail
• Using fully bonded tour operators
• No booking fees

For help with creating the best itinerary for you please call or email us

01442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 89026501442 890265

... WINGRAVE CROQUET CLUB

For additional information, please contact
Richard Skidmore (Chairman) 01296 681716

Chris Harrison (Secretary) 01296 688782
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WINGRAVE
FOOTBALL CLUB
Playing since 1891

Club involvement in the Oving Village Cup
Oving village cup semi-final, Saturday 17th Feb 2024 .    Oving 1 - 3 Wingrave

Record breakers Wingrave broke their own club record in their 131-year history, by reaching 
the final three years in a row. Wingrave took the lead with a well worked George Morris 
goal, just glancing in off the post. Oving was never out of this tie and responded with an 
outstanding goal, from an outstanding player in my opinion, with a shot from the halfway 
line, catching us all by surprise.

His name is Dance (midfielder striker) you could see that he had played in a higher 
standard of football. Wingrave never panicked, full backs Ellis and Ted Swadling looked 
comfortable, David Hedley matching everything the 6ft 6 ins Dance could throw at him. 
Coggins led brilliantly from midfield. Si Williams caught the eye finding those little pockets 
from midfield, reminding me of Derek Goodwin from our sixties, seventies, and eighties 
teams. George Kus scored another well taken goal and sub Will Swadling completed the 
deal with another neat goal, Wingrave. Broomhead G.K, T. Ellis, Swadling, Hedley, Wright, 
Si Williams, Heyes, Coggins, Morris, Magnocavallo, Kus. Oving cup record since 2021, 
PLD 7 won 6, lost 1, G.F 23, G.A 12, Stewkley in the final, Easter Monday ‘24.

Continuing with myths, legends and stories, the Sunday team from 1975-80 was a real joy 
to play in. we played very much off the cuff but that was the excitement of it all, attack, 
attack, attack. If we was closing teams down high up the field, we would bring one out of 
defence to make five in the midfield. This was never planned, just happened. I suppose 
its because we got so many players forward was the reason we scored so many goals. We 
were capable of scoring lots of goals. But we were also capable of losing by lots of goals.

Sunday November 27th, 1977, Dutton Forshaw, home won 8-0, G. Gurney G.K, N. Bonnick 
(3), C. Ellis (2), and Sprig Bignell (1), five more past Stoke Mandeville winning 3-5 and then 
another 5 past Mandeville in the January of 78. N. Henley (1), Bonnick (2), Steve Rickard 
and Chalkie White on target. Lloyds bank came to Wingrave and won 7-1. Team - A. Vizsked 
G.K, Tarbuck (1), L. Reynolds, N. Henley, G, Gurney, Chalkie, Bonnick, Ellis, Rickard, A. 
Higgs and R. Dunn. 

Long Marston knocked us out of the Oving Cup in 1975 by a 5-3 scoreline, Wingrave fielding 
only 10 players. A. Frankum G.K, S. Pearson, P. Day, D. Goldney, P. Brinded, D. Goodwin, 
B. Fleet, E. Greenan, K. Perkins and Bomber Bignell. Andy Frankum scored 30 goals in the 
1979-80 season for the Sunday team, the committee bought him a special cup. 

Chalkie White, hon. President
Wingrave football club and Oving cup com
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REGULAR
WEEKLY EVENTS

Please report errors or omissions to
John Hawkes 01296 681022
 diary@wingrave-wca.co.uk

Contact person for each event in the
 Wingrave and Rowsham Directory & online

SUNDAY

Services are held in both the Parish and Methodist Churches;
see announcements elsewhere in this issue

MONDAY

Pilates 9:15 and 10:30am Methodist Church

Wingrave Baby & Toddler Group from 10:00am (term time) Community Centre

Junior Fitness Classes 4pm Fitness Farm Gym

Croquet from 4pm Croquet lawn, The Rec.

Bowls 5:30-7:30pm Community Centre

Wingrave Community Choir 8-9:45pm Methodist Church

TUESDAY

Walking netball 6-7pm Wingrave Park

Back to netball 7-8pm Wingrave Park

Qiong & meditation class 7-8:15pm Community Centre

Football training from 7pm Wingrave Park

Art Club 7:30-9:30pm Methodist Church

WEDNESDAY

Singing Gwen 9:30am-12:30pm Community Centre

Wednesday Warm Space and Welcome 12-4pm Parish Church

Martial arts class 6-8pm Community Centre

Bell ringing 7:30-9pm Parish Church

THURSDAY

Morning Prayers 9:30-10am Parish Church

Baby Sensory 10am-2pm Community Centre

The Hornets girls football (4-11 years) from 6pm Wingrave Park

Chi Gong & Meditation Class 7:30-8:30pm Community Centre

FRIDAY

Yoga class 9:15-10:15am Community Centre

Tea and Tots 10-11am (in school term time) Parish Church

Croquet from 4pm Croquet lawn, The Rec.

Wingrave Singers rehearsal 8-9:45pm Parish Church

WCA Social Evening from 6pm Community Centre

SATURDAY

Village Running Group 8-9am Wingrave Park

Sat Morning Café from 9am Wingrave Park

Junior Netball 5-11 years 9-10am Wingrave Park

Croquet from 10am Croquet lawn, The Rec.

Senior League Netball 10:15-11:30am Wingrave Park

Junior Tennis 10am-12:30pm Wingrave Park

Wingrave Wasps Football training and matches Wingrave Park

Youth Netball (11-16 years) 11.30am-12.30pm Wingrave Park

Adult Tennis 12:30-2pm Wingrave Park



Diary entries: John Hawkes 01296 681022 diary@wingrave-wca.co.uk
Community Centre bookings: Sophie Ratcliffe 01296 910991 bookings@wingrave-wca.co.uk
Methodist Church bookings: Sheila Cotton 01296 681226 sheilacotton@googlemail.com
Wingrave Park Pavilion bookings: Julie Mann 07585 454299 julieannemann66@gmail.com

DIARY

APRIL 2024

Mon 1 1030 Easter Egg Hunt AA Village Orchard

Wed 3 1000 WI: Stoke Mandeville Spinal Research Methodist Church

Fri 5 1800 Family spud night Community Centre

Sat 6 1000 Croquet start of season Croquet lawn

Mon 8 0915 Wingrave Monday Walking Group walk contact Jan: 07813 085211

Fri 12 1930 Family Bingo Community Centre

Sat 13 0845 Men's breakfast talk: Community Energy: power to
the people

Methodist Church

Sun 14 1100 Czech Ambassador inaugurates memorial plaque The Green

Sun 14 1600 Messy Church Methodist Church

Mon 15 School term begins

Tue 16 1930 Parish Council meeting Community Centre

Wed 17 1800 Copy deadline for Communiqué

Sun 21 0930 Wingrave Ramblers' local ramble Nup End Lane

Wed 24 1200 Over 60s lunch club Wingrave Park

Fri 26 1930 WCA Quiz Night Community Centre

MAY 2024

Wed 1 1000 WI: Eco-printing, talk & taster - all can have a go! Methodist Church

Sat 4-6 Scarecrow Festival

Sat 4 1000 Gardeners' Bring and Buy Parish Church

Sun 5 1500 Swingrave dance Community Centre

Fri 10 1930 Family Bingo Community Centre

Sat 11 0845 Men's breakfast talk: The future of the BBC and how
should it be funded?

Methodist Church

Sun 12 1600 Messy Church Parish Church

Mon 13 0915 Wingrave Monday Walking Group walk contact Jan: 07813 085211

Tue 14 1930 WCA Council meeting Community Centre

Wed 15 1800 Copy deadline for Communiqué

Fri 17 1800 WCA family barbecue Community Centre

Sat 18 Music in quiet places AA Parish Church

Sun 19 0930 Wingrave Ramblers' local ramble Nup End Lane

Sun 19 1300 Clubs and societies invitation bowls challenge Recreation Ground

Tue 21 1930 Parish Council meeting Community Centre

Wed 22 1200 Over 60s lunch club Wingrave Park

Mon 27-4Jn School half term holiday

Fri 31 1800 WCA family barbecue Community Centre

Recycling bin collection: Wednesday 10th 24th April; Thursday 9th Wednesday 22nd May

Waste bin collection: Thursday 4th Wednesday 17th April; 1st 15th Thursday 30th May

Garden waste collection: as waste bin collection.


